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II. 
THE REVOLUTION IN RUSSIA. 



[As the readers of the "North American Review" are well 
aware, the editor accepts no responsibility for the opinions of his 
contributors. In most cases, their signatures sufficiently indicate 
the authenticity and accurately fix the responsibility of their views. 
For obvious reasons, this can not be required of the author of the 
article on Russian Nihilism, who is both a Russian and a Nihilist ; 
and the editor, therefore, may be excused, perhaps, for emphasizing, 
in this instance, the general rule of the " Review." A paper on 
Russian Nihilism, by a Russian Nihilist, is of value only so far as 
it truthfully and completely states the positions and throws light 
on the purposes of the Russian Nihilists. Since Colonel Sexby 
perished in prison for disseminating in England the tractate in 
which Colonel Titus undertook to show that killing would be no 
murder in the case of the Protector Cromwell, no such deliberate 
plea for assassination, as a political weapon, has been put forth in 
Europe as is embodied in the programme of the Russian Nihilists. 
Recent events have but too clearly shown that it is their intention 
to carry this dreadful doctrine into effect whenever and wherever it 
may seem to them necessary so to do. It is of the highest interest, 
therefore, to know on what grounds and by what reasoning it is 
that men not belonging to the criminal classes of society in Russia 
have brought themselves to reject one of the most sacred and fun- 
damental principles of our Christian civilization. — Editor.] 

" . . . . "Wo Begriffe fehlen, 
Da stellt ein Wort zur rechten Zeit sich ein." 

These words of the world-wise Mephistopheles may well be 
adapted to what is now universally called Russian Nihilism or 
Nihilists. The word, the name exists and is now ringing through- 
out the whole civilized world, but the thing itself, the idea underly- 
ing the name, is vague and indefinite in the minds of nearly all 
those who read or write accounts on the matter. The word, as is 
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well known to the reading public, originated in Turgenieff's cele- 
brated novel " Fathers and Sons." But the peculiar social forma- 
tion which was designated by it had existed long before ; it had 
already then (1863) been for many years a puzzle and an offense to 
all the " orderly " and conservative classes of Russian society, and 
it wanted but a name to become a universally recognized element of 
Russian public life. Turgenieff found that name, and it became for 
years and is now still a stigma for every eccentricity in demeanor 
or every manifestation of national or social progress in Russia 
which went beyond the comprehension of the half -educated mass. 

The story of that name and of the different things to which it 
has been affixed within the last fifteen years might furnish by itself 
the materials for an interesting essay on the hollowness and un- 
steadiness of what is termed public opinion. A man or a woman 
not going to church on Sundays ; a man wearing a beard or long 
hair ; a woman wearing her hair cut short, or walking in the streets 
in a black- woolen dress of a particular cut; anybody talking politics 
in a manner not especially reverential to the supreme power of the 
Czar, or wearing spectacles of blue glass — all these were by turn 
stigmatized, laughed and sneered at as Nihilists ! Some ten years 
ago the Governor of Nizhni Novgorod, General Odinzoff, actually 
issued an order prohibiting all ladies from wearing short black- 
woolen dresses, blue spectacles, and short hair — these being, as the 
order expressly stated, the sure emblems of Nihilism. Thus " Ni- 
hilism " became a popular epithet, utterly devoid of any definite or 
express meaning, but admirably suited to the purpose of mocking 
or stigmatizing every originality or eccentricity. The name was 
generally used in a derisive and contemptuous sense. The "re- 
spectable " classes of society looked down on the Nihilists with a 
mingled feeling of contempt and pity, but without any fear, as on 
a set of willful, incorrigible children who are not a danger, but a 
great nuisance. 

Gradually, however, this feeling changed. Karakozoff' s attack 
on the Emperor, in 1866, was, so to speak, the signal-shot for a 
complete change of scene in the development of Russian Nihilism. 
Gradually it acquired a more definite, earnest, and above all a more 
alarming shape in the mind of the Government, and of the conserva- 
tive portion of Russian society. From a wretched farce, to be de- 
spised and laughed at, it suddenly became a dread phantom on the 
political horizon, threatening society with assassination, pillage, and 
universal destruction. The tactics adopted by both the Govern- 
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merit and the higher classes toward the Nihilists changed abruptly. 
The latter suddenly appeared in the eyes of Government as a small 
but well-organized body of educated and intelligent proletarians, 
with rather indefinite but violent Jacobin and socialistic tendencies 
— an organization desperate enough to become dangerous, and yet 
not strong enough in numbers not to be exterminated by severe mea- 
sures of repression. Since that year the attempts to " exterminate " 
Nihilism were renewed on the part of the Government regularly 
every year. Innumerable Nihilist trials followed in quick succes- 
sion, hundreds of young men and women were sent to Siberia, raids 
were made regularly twice a year by the secret police on all persons 
suspected of holding the slightest intercourse with the " Nihilists," 
and thousands of them were sent without trial to some distant part 
of the empire. And after every trial, after every wholesale banish- 
ment, the Minister of Police most respectfully reported to the Czar 
that " Nihilism had at last, through his (the minister's) exertions, 
been torn out by the roots from the blessed soil of Holy Russia." 
And every year he had to begin anew his tedious work, like a mod- 
ern Hercules, cutting off the heads of the hydra of Lernay. 

When, after the close of the Russo-Turkish war, the present 
movement broke out in Russia, displaying a versatility and richness 
of resources, an energy of purpose, and a degree of self-devotion on 
the part of its followers nearly unparalleled in the history of revo- 
lutions, then the cry of " Nihilism " rang through the whole world. 
The phantom, which till then had scarcely attracted any attention 
beyond the borders of Russia, now assumed gigantic international 
proportions. The outbreak of public discontent in Russia took the 
world by surprise, and, measuring the force and energy of the 
" Nihilists " by the generally entertained notion of the Czar's 
power which they attacked, public opinion in all countries at once 
jumped to the conclusion that the " Nihilists " were a powerfully 
organized and centralized secret organization, guided by a few emi- 
nently intelligent and energetic men, and adorned with all the ordi- 
nary paraphernalia of secret political societies— oaths, pass-words, 
secret signals, and the rest of it. In the offices of many enter- 
prising newspapers in Europe and America there suddenly sprang 
up mysterious " Nihilists," eager to be interviewed, and especially 
anxious to have their names and places of residence carefully con- 
cealed. Nihilism became "the thing"; every respectable news- 
paper was somehow obliged to have " our own Nihilist," as it had 
its Washington correspondent or its city editor ; long accounts of 
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the origin and the principles of Nihilism filled many a column, giv- 
ing the reader such valuable information as that Hertzen, the cele- 
brated Russian refugee, had taken part in the conspiracy of 
December, 1825 (at nine years of age !) ; that one of the leaders of 
the present Nihilistic movement was a mythical creature named 
the " Princess Tambovsk " ; that both great popular movements of 
Stenka Razin and of Pugatcheff took place during the reign of 
Catharine II. ; that the purpose of the Nihilistic revolution is the 
revival of Old Russia, such as it was before Peter the Great, and 
that to attain this purpose the Nihilists are firmly resolved to ab- 
sorb and to assimilate, if need be by force, all such nationalities 
forming a part of the present Russian Empire as might be unwilling 
to enter this old Slavonic paradise. Nihilism has suddenly become 
a universal bugbear, which every one seems to consider himself 
called upon to discuss and to depict in the most sensational and 
appalling colors. 

Giving due allowance to the sensational character of most of 
the reports concerning Nihilism, it still remains unquestionably 
true that, beyond the passing excitement of events, there exists at 
present in all civilized countries a powerful and genuine interest in 
the Russian revolutionary movement, an interest perfectly justified 
by the historical importance of this movement not for Russia alone 
but for the whole of Europe. 

Thus it becomes for every observer, interested in the future des- 
tinies of mankind, a paramount necessity to solve the questions : 

What is Nihilism ? 

Of what elements is it composed ? 

What objects does it pursue ? 

By what means does it propose to attain these objects ? 

In the sense now generally used the word "Nihilist" comprises 
all the revolutionary elements, working at the overthrow of the 
present political and social order of things in Russia. In this sense 
Nihilism does not present any definite political or social creed, but 
comprises an heterogeneous mass of various political tendencies, which 
are bound together by one tie only — a profound feeling of discon- 
tent with the present political condition of Russia. In this broad 
sense of the word every intelligent Russian may at the present mo- 
ment be termed a Nihilist, for every intelligent and well-educated 
Russian citizen is a natural foe of the presept system of government, 
and takes a more or less active part in the movement directed to 
the overthrow of that system. In the ranks of this powerful army 
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of discontent we find the Liberals, mostly recruited from the no- 
blest families of the empire, such as the Princes Vassiltchinoff, 
TJrussoff, Trubetzkoi, and others ; the Slavophiles, headed by the 
celebrated Moscow journalist Ivan Aksakoff ; . and even some of the 
stanchest aristocrats and conservatives, who are striving to obtain 
an aristocratic constitution. Some of the highest military function- 
aries, and several of the young generals who have distinguished 
themselves during the last war, secretly support the movement. 
Every class, every political party, has sent out its representatives 
into the present struggle with the tottering power of the Czar. 
What is now going on in Russia is not a conspiracy, but a great na- 
tional revolution ; and if all those who take any part in this revo- 
lution are to be termed Nihilists, then all Russia, or at least the 
better educated portion of it, is Nihilistic. 

However, all these comparatively moderate and passive elements 
are not the true Nihilists — they do not deserve, neither are they 
worthy of that name, which belongs alone to that energetic, self- 
sacrificing, undaunted group which forms the vanguard of the move- 
ment, taking upon itself all the danger and all the odium of the 
struggle, sending out from its ranks those bold executioners whose 
acts of violence spread an almost superstitious terror among the 
representatives of official Russia. 

Who are these men ? What do they seek to attain by such 
awful means ? 

The ordinary answer to these questions is simple enough : they 
are common assassins, and what they aim at is a senseless destruc- 
tion of all existing social or political forms of life, the abolition of 
religion, morality, family life, property, as well as of every kind of 
political organization. 

This definition of Nihilism, however, is as absurd as it is unjust. 
In truth, Nihilism is nothing else than Russian Socialism, and as 
such it stands ahead of all other parties ; it is the natural leader of 
the present revolution, and will retain this place until at least part 
of its claims shall be realized. 

Russian Socialism, it is true, is destructive in its tendencies, 
fierce and unrelenting in its hate for all it strives to destroy. But, 
before judging and condemning the Russian Socialists, public opin- 
ion would do well to solve the question against what their attacks 
are directed, and in the name of what principles. 

What Russian Socialism wants to destroy may be defined in two 
words — Russian czardom, the chronic cancer on Russia's body poli- 
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tie, with all the minor social diseases it has engendered. In this 
sense they are Nihilists, and they pride themselves in that name, 
given to them by their bitterest enemies : they recognize nothing 
in the forms of social and political life created under the Czar's 
rule. They wage a merciless war against the state, such as the 
Czar's power has shaped it, with its lawlessness, corruption, and 
secret police. They deny religion, but what religion ? That miser- 
able organization of the Greek-Russian Church, the head of which 
is the Czar — that religion which has long ago ceased to have any 
vitality, and would now fall to pieces if it were not protected by 
police regulation. What the Nihilists want is an absolute liberty of 
conscience ; what they want to destroy is an order of things under 
which, for instance, a change of faith is punished with the loss of 
all civil rights. The Nihilists want to destroy the family : yes, this 
is also true. But what family ? Everybody who has had the occa- 
sion of observing to what a degree of corruption and dissolution 
family life in Russia has now sunk, will easily answer this question. 
Ignorance and misery in the working classes, idleness and luxury 
among the upper classes, have done more toward destroying the 
family than the most subversive communistic theories could have 
achieved. Thus every element of Russian public life which the 
Nihilists are accused of wishing to destroy is de facto already de- 
cayed and corrupted to the core, and is stimulated to a sort of arti- 
ficial life only by a system of artful lies and hypocrisy. The same 
may be said of the property right which is also' generally named 
among the different things which Nihilism is about to destroy. 
Not the true property right, not the right of each man to the full 
produce of his labor, is what the Russian Socialists are opposed 
against, it is the monopoly of landed property which a few families 
of the nobility enjoy, and which, based on the slave-work of former 
years, is equally pernicious to the peasant and unproductive for the 
proprietor. In this, as in every other respect, the purpose of Rus- 
sian Socialism is to bring the development of Russian public life, 
of the political and social institutions of the country, into the old 
normal historical channel out of which it has been violently driven 
by the Mongol invasion, the despotism of the Khans, and of their 
Christian successors, the Czars of Moscow. 

The reproach frequently addressed to the Nihilists, that their 
theories and aspirations are unpractical and entirely at variance 
with the character and history of the Russian people, is utterly un- 
justified. On the contrary, precisely in that peculiar social move- 
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ment which has been christened Nihilism, the Russian people may 
be said to have for the first time awakened to a full consciousness 
of its own past and future. Russia is about to rise from a lethargy 
which has lasted over six hundred years, and during which the iron 
hand of the semi- Asiatic despots, who had taken the knout out of 
the hands of the Moslem invaders, had almost succeeded in stifling 
every spark of life in the national body. The important fact must 
not be forgotten that, before the rise of the Czardom of Moscow, 
the political and industrial life of the Russian people had already 
attained a high degree of development, and assumed characteristic 
national forms. Decentralization and communal property of the 
land were the chief features of this budding civilization. Russia 
was divided into a great number of principalities ; at the head of 
each of these stood a prince, elected by the people, and subject to 
a constant control of the Vetchy, or National Assembly. The town- 
ships and village communes of each principality enjoyed an almost 
unlimited self-government in all local affairs. Many cities in 
northern Russia — foremost Novgorod and Pskov — formed inde- 
pendent republics, and attained a high degree of culture and pros- 
perity. Novgorod maintained extensive commercial relations with 
western Europe, and was a member of the celebrated " Hansa 
Bund." 

All these germs of a powerful political and industrial develop- 
ment were killed by the Czars. The liberty of the free cities was 
drowned in oceans of blood ; the boiars, from a true aristocracy 
jealous of its rights and privileges, were gradually, with the most 
artful Machiavelianism, converted by the Czars into a class of fawn- 
ing courtiers and greedy office-seekers ; the peasants, who had till 
the sixteenth century been freemen, were enslaved and given to the 
nobles as a compensation for the loss of their aristocratic privileges ; 
in short, Russia was converted into a jail, into a slave-market, in 
which the only master and the only free man was the Czar, the 
knout and torture-chamber the only law. This state of things has 
remained essentially unaltered to the present day. The outward 
forms have changed with the times, but the spirit, the essence of 
Russian czardom is the same as it was three centuries ago. 

The Russian people never submitted passively to the tyranny of 
the Czars. Since the sixteenth century the social history of Russia 
is the history of severe and protracted struggles between the people 
and the Czar. These struggles bore a twofold character : they were 
either conducted consciously, in the name of liberal doctrines, by 



30 THE NORTH AMERICAN REVIEW. 

representatives of the intelligent class ; or else unconsciously, in- 
stinctively, by the mass of the people. The movement among the 
intelligent class for the recovery of liberty, justice, and a truly na- 
tional government, began almost as soon as czardom had acquired 
its full power, and was transmitted from Kotoshichin, the first politi- 
cal satirist of Russia, under the reign of Czar Alexis Michaelovitch 
(the father of Peter the Great) to Novikoff and his contemporaries, 
who were exiled to Siberia by the Empress Catharine II., " Vol- 
taire's friend," for demanding the liberation of the serfs — to Pestel, 
Ryleeff, Muravieff, and the other so-called " Decembrists " who, in 
1825, attempted to gain political liberty for Russia by an armed 
coup de main — to Hertzen, Granovsky, Turgenieff, Belinsky, and 
others, who, by their literary works, spread the ideas of liberty and 
justice among the Russian people. 

More violent, but, in consequence of their undisciplined and in- 
stinctive character, less important in their results, were the protests 
of the people itself, of the peasantry, against the Czars' administra- 
tion. These protests took mostly the shape of frightful convulsive 
throbbings which shook the whole frame of the nation, of bloody 
Jacqueries directed against the two immediate and especially hateful 
enemies of the peasant — the barin (noble), and the tchinovniJc (office- 
holder). That these two were, after all, but the took of the Czar, 
was a conclusion at which the Russian serf was naturally unable to 
arrive : utterly ignorant and brutalized by oppression, he naturally 
regarded the Czar with that awe and veneration with which a great 
power always inspires an uncultivated mind. The two most impor- 
tant movements of this kind were those headed by Stenka Razin, 
in the reign of Alexis Michaelovitch, and by Emeljan Pugatcheff 
in the reign of Catharine II. The last-named riot might, for the 
formidable proportions it assumed, well be termed a revolution. 
The peasantry of nearly two-thirds of the empire rose in arms 
against the nobles, the tchinovniks, and the Empress herself, and 
followed the lead of Pugatcheff. In both these movements the 
rallying-cry for the masses was the same which is now used as a 
motto by the Nihilists : " Zemla e Vola!" ("Land and Liberty ! ") 
— land, as the communal property of those who cultivate it ; lib- 
erty, as the annihilation of all centralized administration, of the 
ever-greedy and ever-grasping tchinovniJc. 

Peasant riots, always bearing the same motto on their flag, have 
continued throughout all the consecutive reigns since Catharine II. 
Under the iron rule of that maniac of despotism, Nicholas I., 
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they were especially frequent, and their repression particularly 
brutal. 

These two currents of discontent — the intelligent and the in- 
stinctive — ran on abreast without, however, the possibility of min- 
gling their forces against the common enemy. The gulf which had 
been opened by centuries of slavery, between the serfs and the edu- 
cated classes who owned them, was too wide for any mutual un- 
derstanding : the Russian peasant still saw in the Russian liberal 
nothing else than the barin, the slave-owner, and regarded him 
accordingly with hatred and distrust. The noblest minds among 
the educated classes were well aware of this fact, and directed, 
therefore, all their exertions, all their energies, toward the abolition 
of slavery, as the very first postulate, the conditio sine qua non of 
all further development. They accomplished their purpose in 1861 
by forcing upon the Government the Emancipation Act. However 
insufficient for the welfare of the peasant the provisions of this act 
doubtless are, it had at least one immediate, important result — the 
overthrow of the artificial barriers which had hitherto existed be- 
tween the educated and uneducated classes : it thus gave the former 
the opportunity of mingling with the people without constantly 
meeting with a preconceived hatred and distrust ; and the latter, 
the possibility of acquiring that knowledge which is the true and 
only effective power in all great national movements. 

The emancipation was the first step toward mingling these two 
currents of discontent and uniting them into one powerful stream — 
the result of this first step was the birth of Nihilism. Sons of peas- 
ants, or of representatives of other poor classes, whose mode of 
life and surroundings scarcely differ from those of the working- 
men, such as village priests, school-teachers, petty officeholders, 
thronged the high schools and universities almost to the exclusion 
of the young generation of aristocrats, who preferred to confine 
themselves to a few privileged "noble" schools, such as the St. 
Petersburg Lyceum and Law School. This young generation, full 
of energy and vitality, and eager to use at last their long-pent-up 
intellectual force, sought in science and learning exclusively a sure 
and practical remedy for the wrongs and sufferings of the people 
with which they were personally familiar. Thus history, natural 
and social sciences took the foremost place in their studies.' Each 
ray of light which penetrated into the dark life of the Russian peo- 
ple made it appear still darker and more disconsolate, its sufferings 
still more intolerable. The emancipation had not bettered its con- 
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dition materially — on the contrary, in consequence of the hypo- 
critical manner in which the redemption of the peasant-land was car- 
ried out, and by a simultaneous raising of all the Government taxes, 
the great majority of the liberated peasants found themselves ulti- 
mately in a more precarious economical condition after the emanci- 
pation than before. The conditions for the formation and devel- 
opment of a powerful revolutionary party were most favorable. 
' The long-pent-up wrath of the people against their oppressors, their 
half -conscious tendencies toward common property and national self- 
government found a clear and scientific expression in the writings 
of such men as Tchernyshevsky, Dobroliuboff, Michailoff, Lavroff, 
Kavelin, and others. The old battle-cry of the Russian popular 
movements, " Land and Liberty ! " was revived, and the task and 
purpose of the revolution were set forth in the formula : "Destruc- 
tion of the Russian Empire ; reorganization of Russian society on 
the basis of the old Slavonic forms of federation ; and communal 
property, modified and developed according to the doctrines of mod- 
ern socialism." 

It does not enter into the scope of this article to explain more 
fully this formula of Russian Socialism, or to show how its different 
elements are to be practically realized. My purpose in dwelling at 
some length on the history of the great strife between Czar and 
people in Russia has been to show — 1. That the generally enter- 
tained belief in the traditional and absolute loyalty of the Russian 
people must be accepted with a good deal of allowance ; 2. That 
" Nihilism " is far from being a movement opposed to the Russian 
historical traditions, but is, on the contrary, the natural and neces- 
sary outgrowth of the previous social development of the nation ; 
3. That "Nihilism" is not by any means only destructive in its 
tendencies ; on the contrary, its sole purpose is to lead Russia back 
into the old channel of its normal growth, in accordance with the 
precepts and social forms elaborated in western Europe. 

If all other arguments failed us, however, one glance at the 
high intellectual standard, the great moral force, and boundless self- 
sacrifice of the so-called " Nihilists " would suffice to show that they 
can not possibly be absolute non-believers, or crazy destroyers of " all 
things existing." The best and ablest representatives of all classes 
of society are to be found in the ranks of the " Nihilists." What 
generally astounds foreign observers most is the great number of 
persons belonging to the noblest families of the empire who become 
Nihilists. To all, however, who are acquainted with the true nature 
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of Russian aristocracy this fact is easily explained. The Russian 
aristocrats have for centuries past never formed an independent, 
closely organized order, bound together by traditions of glory, honor, 
and dignity. Thus the chief conditions for the development of a 
conservative party, strong and earnest in its principles, failed entirely, 
and the Russian aristocracy became a servile class, exclusively and 
slavishly devoted to the Czars — not by principle, but for selfish in- 
terests. Is it, then, surprising that the honest, independent, and 
patriotic members of the Russian aristocracy have at all times re- 
nounced their own class, and embraced with enthusiasm the most 
extreme and radical doctrines ? 

If false notions are generally entertained about the character and 
purpose of the Nihilistic movement, a still greater error prevails as 
to the means by which the Nihilists propose to attain their purpose. 
It is universally taken for granted that brute force is the Alpha and 
Omega of this movement ; that its only aim is to seize upon the 
supreme power by any means, fair or foul, and then impose the new 
order of things on the people by sheer force. 

In reality, nothing of the kind is the case. The fundamental 
principle of the Russian Socialists is this : all for and by the people. 
They are well aware that even the partial realization of their hopes 
lies in a distant future, that no social revolution of such a vast im- 
port as that which they contemplate can possibly be undertaken 
with any chance of success before the active and intelligent co- 
operation of the great majority of the people is assured. There is, 
it is true, a small Jacobin fraction among the Nihilists whose organ 
is the "Nabat" (Tocsin) in Geneva, and who advocate some such 
tendencies as are generally ascribed to the whole party, but this 
fraction has been repeatedly and most emphatically disavowed by 
all the serious and influencial organs of Russian Socialism, such as 
the " Vpered " (Forward), edited by Paul Lavroff in Paris, the 
" Obstchina " (Commune) in Geneva, and the " Zemla e Vola " 
(" Land and Liberty ") published clandestinely in St. Petersburg. In 
the numbers nine and ten of the " Commune " there appeared a pro- 
test, signed by all the most influential names of the Nihilist emigra- 
tion, disavowing all attempts on the part of the "Nabat" to as- 
cribe to the Russian Socialist Revolutionary party Jacobin ten- 
dencies and a dictatorial organization, and declaring emphatically 
that " all the different sections of the party are not subjected to 
any central controlling power, but are organized on federative 
principles and acknowledge one ruling doctrine — that the libera- 
vol. cxxix. — no. 272. 3 
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tion of the people can and must be accomplished by the people 
itself:' 

Thus it becomes evident that, if Russia enjoyed at present any- 
thing approaching a normal condition of public life, the Socialist 
movement would enter into the peaceful channel of action open to 
every party in a free land, and would confine itself to the ordinary 
means of propaganda through the press, through public meetings, 
and other legally recognized methods of agitation. Even now it 
would be still in the power of the Emperor Alexander to avert all 
the horrors of a violent revolution by granting to the people free- 
dom of speech, of person, and of conscience, by muzzling all the 
wild beasts he has let loose upon his country in the shape of police 
officials, by giving the Russian people at least the same moderate 
portion of liberty which he has awarded to the Bulgarians at the 
price of half a million of Russian lives. The Czar, however, re- 
mains deaf to all the teachings of common sense and of history — a 
passive tool in the hands of the miserable court camarilla which 
surrounds him ; he, to whom fawning courtiers and sentimental 
idiots have already awarded the surname of " Liberator," sanctions 
the perpetration of such horrors and exercises such tyranny as even 
his father never practiced ; he therefore reaps now the natural con- 
sequences of his mad obstinacy. When not only the public speech 
is stifled, but the innermost thoughts of the citizen are searched and 
pried into by a barbarous inquisition, then the time has come for 
the dagger and the pistol to speak. Violence becomes a necessity, 
a duty, and revenge becomes retribution. To use Milton's words, 
" it is but reason that he who trod down all law should not be vouch- 
safed the benefit of the law." It would be idle to discuss here the 
theory of political assassination : it is to the best of my belief an 
element of public life which stands out of the reach of any scientific 
theory. It is simply a fact which under certain conditions must 
make its appearance with the elementary force of a law of nature. 
As any man has the unalienable right of shooting a robber who at- 
tacks him, so has the citizen an equally unalienable right of destroy- 
ing the infamous tools of a system which shamelessly tramples on hu- 
manity and justice. The question of right and wrong in this matter 
reaches beyond all ordinary standards of morality, and depends 
mainly on the manner in which the people itself looks upon the 
deeds of violence. In reference to Russia the acquittal of Vera 
Sassulitch and the unaccountable disappearance of nearly all the 
other emissaries of the Nihilists clearly demonstrate that public 
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sympathy is ®n the side of the culprits, not on that of their victims: 
thus their deeds are no longer murders, but acts of national justice. 

They assume still more this character when we consider against 
what monsters of cruelty and depravity most of these attacks were 
directed. Prince Krapotkin, the ex-Governor of Kharkov, by 
whose order more than three hundred political prisoners were 
treated in the city prison in such a manner that every one of them 
perished within three months ; Kotlarevsky, the public prosecutor 
of Kiev, by whose order several ladies were flogged by soldiers ; 
Renfeld, the chief of the Archangel police, who with his own hand 
ill treated almost to death a young girl whom he suspected of Ni- 
hilism ; and many more names of such tyrants as these could be 
mentioned without one case being found in which the victim did 
not largely deserve his fate. 

By what measures the Russian Government attempts to quench 
the revolutionary movement is well known and need not be repeat- 
ed here. Suffice it to say that the "liberated" Bulgarians have 
hardly experienced under the Turkish rule such tyranny, such un- 
certainty of person and life, as their liberators, the Russians, now 
experience under the mild hand of the " good little father Alexan- 
der Nicholaevitch." Russian autocracy has once more assumed its 
true figure, it has thrown off that disguise of liberalism it had as- 
sumed since the reign of the present Emperor, and stands once more* 
before the world in its true shape — an executioner swinging the 
knout and streaming with blood. 

But of one thing the friends of liberty in all countries may rest 
assured : all the Draconic measures now adopted by the Russian 
Government are not only powerless to arrest the revolutionary move- 
ment, but act, on the contrary, as the best propaganda in favor of 
the revolutionists. They carry discontent into all classes of society, 
and by their violent and barbarous character do more toward show- 
ing the utter helplessness and decay of czardom than volumes of 
revolutionary literature could have accomplished. A government 
which is compelled for its own safety to place a gendarme or a spy 
at the back of every one of its subjects can no longer pretend to a 
national authority, and is indeed on the verge of ruin when it ap- 
pears to be the strongest. 

The Russian Nihilists have proved times and times over that 
the bitterest persecution is powerless against them. The enthusi- 
asm, the spirit of self-sacrifice which pervades their ranks carries 
them far above the petty considerations of personal safety and wel- 
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fare. They are not to be deterred from their purpose by all the 
horrors of Siberia ; and the examples of Kovalsky and Dubrovin, 
recently executed with the cry of " Land and Liberty ! " on their lips, 
show that they know how to die like heroes for the cause to which 
they have devoted their lives. 

Supported as it is by the sympathy of all the intelligent classes 
in Russia as well as by a powerful organization which spreads 
over all the empire, the party of action is now the true master of 
Russia. To every act of violence and tyranny on the part of the 
Czar and his executioners the Nihilists will in future answer in the 
same manner as they do now ; their vengeance will become still 
more terrible and merciless. The time for compromise has passed 
long ago. It is not Nihilism which has inaugurated the reign of 
terror in Russia, but, once it has come, its followers are ready to 
accept it with all its horrors, and to return terror for terror, and 
death for death, until their immediate purpose is attained — the 
downfall of that czardom which has through centuries been a curse 
and a shame to the Russian people. 

A Russian Nihilist. 



